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The Rogation Procession is a gift of the French to the universal Church.  The
Rogation Procession normally takes place either on 25 April (Saint Mark's
Day), or on the Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday preceding The Ascension
of Our Lord, or at other times according to local usage.  It was a time of
blessing the fields, and fasting.  When the practice was adopted into the
Roman Rite, the fasting obligation was dropped, since the processions were
held during Easter.  Today we pray the litanies, bless the fields, and
participate in something really quite ancient

Today we also set apart and consecrate the Chapel of Saint Fiacre.  We set it
aside as a holy place of devotion and worship for those who gather here from
time to time.

The Dedication of the chapel
The People gather at the chapel.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P. The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.

PSALM 122  Laetatus sum
The psalm is sung between Deacon and People, using the following psalm
tone:

D  I was glad when they said to me, *
 Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
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C  Now our feet are standing *
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.
D Jerusalem is built as a city *
 that is at unity with itself;
C  To which the tribes go up,

the tribes of the LORD, *
 the assembly of Israel,
 to praise the Name of the LORD.
D  For there are the thrones of judgment, *
 the thrones of the house of David.
C  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
 “May they prosper who love you.
D Peace be within your walls *
 and quietness within your towers.
C For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
 I pray for your prosperity.
D  Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
 I will seek to do you good.”
THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND COLLECT
P. Brothers and sisters: We have come together this day

to bless the fields of this place, but especially to bless
this chapel for the worship of almighty God and for
the building up of the body of Christ.  From this day
forward let it be a place for the gathering of the
people of God, a place for proclaiming the Gospel
through Word and Sacrament, a place for bringing
life and hope to us and to all those who gather here.

P. Let us pray
There is silence for a time, then:
P. Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most

gracious favor and further us in your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended
in you, we may glorify your holy name and finally,
by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C. Amen.
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The perimeter of the chapel is incensed, and the doors are incensed.  The
doors are opened.
P. Peace be to + this house.
C. and to all who enter here.

The ministers enter the chapel.  The presiding minister goes to the altar,
blesses it with incense, traces five crosses on the mensa, and then lays his
hand on the altar:
P. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the

universe.  You have nourished your people with the
heavenly bread in Jesus Christ.  Bless and sanctify all
who receive Christ’s body and blood at this altar
which today we set apart.  Give them grace to life in
faith and love through out their lives, until at last we
all behold you face to face at the heavenly altar
where your blessed Mother, the saints, and the
angels praise you forever; through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the holy
Spirit, one God, forever.

C. Amen.

The presiding minister goes to the crucifix, blesses it with incense, and says:
P. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the

universe.  You have enriched our lives with every
good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to
show your splendor to our children and to praise
you with lives of love, justice, and joy.  Accept this
crucifix which we offer in thanksgiving; may this
sign of your Son’s triumph draw us to the one who
leads us with a banner of salvation.  Bring us all at
length to your perfect kingdom, where you live and
reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

C. Amen.

3.

THE INTERCESSION
A. In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C. Lord, have mercy.
A. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let

us pray to the Lord.
C. Lord, have mercy.
A. For the peace of the whole world, for the well being

of the Church of God and for the unity of all. Let us
pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.
A. For this place, these fields, pastures and gardens, for

this dwelling, for this chapel, and for all who offer
here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.
A. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious God.
C. Amen.

P. All your works praise you, O God.
C. and your faithful servants bless you.

P. Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the
universe.  You made the whole earth for your glory;
all creation praises you.  We lift our voices to join the
songs of heaven and earth, of things seen and
unseen.

P. You stretched out the heavens like a curtain; you
divided the day from the night; you appointed times
and seasons for work and rest, for tearing down and
building up, You blessed your people through all
generations and guided them in life and death:
Abraham and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and
all the prophets; Mary, the Mother of God; Ss. Peter,
James and John, and all the apostles; and all the
saints and witnesses in your Church of ages past, in
whom your Spirit spoke and moved.
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Be with us now and bless the fruits of this land, and
all those who labor and rest in this place.  Grant us
faith to know your gracious purpose in all things,
and continue your blessings to us through the
bounty of your creation; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C. Amen.

The people are blessed with incense.
D. Let us go in peace.
C. Thanks be to God.

The Rogation Procession
Canticles and Litanies are sung as the Procession moves from station to
station.  The people follow the crucifer up the hill to the first station.  The sub
deacon begins the Canticle:

CANTICLE: Benedicite, omnia opera

1. All you Works of the Lord, ´bless the Lord - *
praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.

2. You Angels of the Lord, ´bless the Lord - *
praise him, and magnify ´him for  ever.

3. All you powers of the Lord, ´bless the Lord - *
praise him, and magnify ´him for  ever.

4. You sun and moon, ´bless the Lord; *
you stars of heaven, ´bless the Lord :

STATION I: THE VEGETABLE GARDEN

READING: Deuteronomy 11:10-15
For the land which you are entering to take possession of
5.

it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have
come, where you sowed your seed and watered it with
your feet, like a garden of vegetables; but the land which
you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys,
which drinks water by the rain from heaven, a land which
the LORD your God cares for; the eyes of the LORD your
God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to
the end of the year. "And if you will obey my
commandments which I command you this day, to love
the LORD your God, and to serve God with all your heart
and with all your soul, God will give the rain for your
land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that
you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil.
And God will give grass in your fields for your cattle, and
you shall eat and be full.

L. The Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God!
The minister incenses the enclosure

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O God, our first home was a garden of your own

making.  Bless + these plants that they may not only
be food for our bodies, but a sign of our dependence
on your wonderful creation, and your love for us.

C. Amen.

The procession moves to the next station.
5. You showers and dew, ´bless the Lord -*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.
6. You winds of God, ´bless the Lord;*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.
7. You winter and summer, ´bless the Lord -*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.
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STATION II:  THE WILD AREA

READING: Psalm 145:15-21.
The eyes of all look to you,
and thou give them their food in due season.
You open your hand,
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
The LORD is just in all ways,
and kind in all his doings.
The LORD is near to all who call upon God,
to all who call upon God in truth.
The LORD fulfils the desire of all who fear God, and also
hears their cry, and saves them.
The LORD preserves all who love God.
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and let all flesh bless God’s holy name for ever and ever.

L. The Word of the Lord
C. Thanks be to God!
The minister incenses the enclosure

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O God, you are the creator of all things.  Even the

wild beasts know the touch of your finger, and the
protection of your eye.  Bless +, O God, this wild area
and the deer who live here.  Protect the new fawns,
for they are a sign of our love for you.  Protect all the
creatures of this place from fire and starvation, for all
things look to you.

C. Amen.

The procession moves to the next station.
8. You dews and frost, ´bless the Lord -*

you frost and cold, ´bless the Lord;
9. You ice and snow, ´bless the Lord;*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.

7.

10. You nights and days, ´bless the Lord -*
You light and darkness, ´bless the Lord;

11. You lightnings and clouds, ´bless the Lord -*
praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.

STATION III: THE ORCHARD

Reading: Genesis 2:5-17
When no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no
herb of the field had yet sprung up – for the LORD God
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no
one to till the ground; but a mist went up from the earth
and watered the whole face of the ground – then the
LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being. And the LORD God planted a
garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man
whom had been formed. And out of the ground the
LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.  A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and
there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the
first is Pishon; it is the one which flows around the whole
land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that
land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. The
name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which
flows around the whole land of Cush. And the name of
the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates. The LORD God took the
man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You
may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall die."
L. The Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God!

8.



The minister incenses the enclosure

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O God, it is you who made the orchard a home.  It is

you who dappled a field with trees full of fruit so
that Adam and Eve might live and delight in your
presence.  Bless + these fruit trees, and this field, that
we might always be reminded of our first home, and
the love you have for us.  Protect these trees from
disease and from the ravages of other hungry
creatures, that we may feast on your goodness.

C. Amen.

The procession moves to the next station.
12. Let the earth, ´bless the Lord;*

you mountains and hills, ´bless the Lord;
13. All you green things that grow on the earth,

´bless the Lord -*
praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.

14. You wells and springs, ´bless the Lord -*
You rivers and seas, ´bless the Lord;

15. You whales and all who move in the waters,
 ´bless the Lord -*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.

STATION IV: THE PASTURE WITH FIR TREES

READING: St. Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be enrolled. This was the first
enrollment, when Quirin'i-us was governor of Syria. And
all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to be
9.

delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And
the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring
you good news of a great joy which will come to all the
people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom God is pleased!" When the
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us." And they went with haste, and found Mary
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when
they saw it they made known the saying which had been
told them concerning this child; and all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
kept all these things, pondering them in her heart. And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

L. This is the Word.
C. Thanks be to God!
The minister incenses the enclosure

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O God, in your gift of Jesus Christ, your Son, we

have joy and life.  Bless + these trees, that the joy that
they bring at Christmas may be a sign of the joy of
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the Babe of Bethlehem. And may this field remind us
of that place where you bring us into a green pasture;
we who are the people of your hand.  Like the
shepherds, may we leave this field and continue our
journey to you.

C. Amen.

The procession moves to the next station.
16. All you birds of the air, ´bless the Lord;*

all you beasts and cattle, ´bless the Lord;
17. All you children of mortals, ´bless the Lord -*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.
18. You people of God, ´bless the Lord -*

You priests of the Lord, ´bless the Lord;
19. You servants of the Lord, ´bless the Lord -*

praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.
20. You spirits and souls of the righteous,

´bless the Lord;*
you pure and humble of heart, ´bless the Lord;

21. Let us bless the Father and the Son
and the ´Holy Spirit -*
praise him, and magnify ´him for ever.

STATION V: THE WALKING GARDEN

READING: Song of Solomon 4:10-16
How sweet is your love, my sister, my bride! how much
better is your love than wine, and the fragrance of your
oils than any spice!  Your lips distil nectar, my bride;
honey and milk are under your tongue; the scent of your
garments is like the scent of Lebanon. A garden locked is
my sister, my bride, a garden locked, a fountain sealed.
Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates with all
choicest fruits, henna with nard, nard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense,
myrrh and aloes, with all chief spices – a garden fountain,
a well of living water, and flowing streams from Lebanon.
11.

Awake, O north wind, and come, O south wind! Blow
upon my garden, let its fragrance be wafted abroad. Let
my beloved come to his garden, and eat its choicest fruits.

L. The Word of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God!
The minister incenses the enclosure

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O God, you walk with your people on this earth.  In

Jesus, we have a brother who shared life with us.  In
the Spirit, we have a friend who stands beside us in
all things.  Walk with us in this garden, and bless + it
with your presence.  May these waters remind us of
our baptism and our kinship with you. In Jesus
name we pray.

C. Amen.
The people are sprinkled with water in remembrance of their baptisms.

The procession moves to the next station.
CANTICLE: Magna et mirabilia

1. O Ruler of the universe, Lord God,*
great are the deeds that you have done,
surpassing human understanding.

2. Your ways are ways of righteous´ness and truth,*
O King of all the nations,
O King of áll the ages.

3. Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises óf your name?*
For you alone are the ´Holy One.
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4. All nations will draw near
and bow ´down before you,*
because your just and holy works
have ´been revealed.

Glory to the Father, ánd to the Son,*
And to the ´Holy Spirit.
As it was in ´the beginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

STATION VI: THE HOUSE

READING: Wisdom of Solomon 8:1-16
She (Wisdom) reaches mightily from one end of the earth
to the other, and she orders all things well.
I loved her and sought her from my youth, and I desired
to take her for my bride, and I became enamored of her
beauty.
She glorifies her noble birth by living with God, and the
Lord of all loves her.
For she is an initiate in the knowledge of God, and an
associate in God’s works.
If riches are a desirable possession in life, what is richer
than wisdom who effects all things?
And if understanding is effective, who more than she is
fashioner of what exists?
And if any one loves righteousness, her labors are virtues;
for she teaches self-control and prudence, justice and
courage; nothing in life is more profitable for men than
these.
And if any one longs for wide experience, she knows the
things of old, and infers the things to come; she
understands turns of speech and the solutions of riddles;
she has foreknowledge of signs and wonders and of the
outcome of seasons and times.
13.

Therefore I determined to take her to live with me,
knowing that she would give me good counsel and
encouragement in cares and grief.
Because of her I shall have glory among the multitudes
and honor in the presence of the elders, though I am
young.
I shall be found keen in judgment, and in the sight of
rulers I shall be admired.
When I am silent they will wait for me, and when I speak
they will give heed; and when I speak at greater length
they will put their hands on their mouths.
Because of her I shall have immortality, and leave an
everlasting remembrance to those who come after me.
I shall govern peoples, and nations will be subject to me;
dread monarchs will be afraid of me when they hear of
me; among the people I shall show myself capable, and
courageous in war.
When I enter my house, I shall find rest with her, for
companionship with her has no bitterness, and life with
her has no pain, but gladness and joy.
When I considered these things inwardly, and thought
upon them in my mind, that in kinship with wisdom
there is immortality,

L. This is the Word.
C. Thanks be to God!
The minister incenses the house

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O Lord God, your gifts are many, and in wisdom

you have made all things to give you glory.  We ask
you to bless this house and those who live here.
Visit with your love and gladness all who come and
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go, and preserve us all in peace through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C. Amen.

The procession moves to the next station.
CANTICLE: Dignus est agnus

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive power and riches and ´wisdom*
and strength and honor and glory ánd
blessing.
Blessing and honor and glory and power be
to him who sits upon the throne*
and unto the Lamb forevér and ever.
Great and marvelous are your works,
Lord God Al´mighty*
Just and true are your ways, O ´King of saints.
Who shall not fear you, O Lord,
and glorify your name?*
for you only áre holy.
Praise our God all you God’s ´servants:*
And you that fear God both ´small and great.
Alleluia for the Lord God Omnipotent
is ´reigning*
Alleluia, Al´leluia.

Glory be to the Father and to the ´Son*
And to ´the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever ´shall be,*
world withóut end. Amen.

15.

STATION VII: THE ROSE GARDEN

READING: Saint Matthew 6:25-34
Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life,
what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about
your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds
of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? And which of you by being
anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? And why
are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little
faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, `What shall we
eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall we wear?'
For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall
be yours as well. Therefore do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the
day's own trouble be sufficient for the day.

L. This is the Word.
C. Thanks be to God!
The minister incenses the enclosure

P. Let us pray.
There is silence for a time, then:
P. O God, you have given us eyes for beauty and the

ability to sense the perfume of your creation.  Bless +
these roses and palms, for they are a sign of the love
you have for us, and we for one another.  May these
roses be a sign of your love for us in your rose: Jesus
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Christ the Messiah, and may these palms be a sign of
his entrance into our hearts.

C. Amen.

The rogation Mass
The people set the vessels and gifts that they have brought from the
Chapel and place them on the Altar.

OFFERTORY HYMN:
M. I was glad when they said to me,
W. “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
M. Peace be within your walls,
W. and security within your towers!
M. For my brothers, my sisters, and my companions ‘

sake
W. I will say, “Peace be within you!”
M. For the sake f the house of the Lord our God,
W. I will seek your good.

As the gifts of seed, soil, and water are offered, these prayers are
said:
PRAYER FOR SEEDS:
A vessel of seeds is held aloft.
A. Creating God, you have given seed to the sower and

bread to the people.  Nourish, protect, and bless the
seeds, which your people have sown in hope.  By
your loving and bountiful giving, may they bring
forth their fruit in due season, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C. Amen.

PRAYER FOR SOIL:
A vessel of soil is held aloft.
A. Giver of life, we give you thanks that in the richness

of the soil, nature awakens to your call of spring.  We
praise you for the smell of freshly tilled earth, the
beauty of a cleanly cut furrow, and a well-plowed

17.

B. field.  We ask that you help us to be good
stewards of this land.  In the name of the one
who gives us new life, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C. Amen.

PRAYER FOR WATER:
A vessel of water is held aloft.
A. Sustaining God, we receive the fruits of the earth

from you.  We give you thanks for the smell of the
earth after rain, for its welcome cooling and its
necessary hydration for the land.  We ask that the
rain come as often as it is needed so that the crops
may flourish and the coming harvest indeed be
bountiful

C. Amen.

After the gifts are prepared:

D. Let us pray
Holy God,

C. gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation.  Turn
our hearts toward those who hunger, that all may
know your care, and prepare us to feast upon your
mercy: Jesus Christ, the bread of life. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P.  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O God, holy Father, through Jesus Christ, our
great high priest, in whom we are built up as living
stones of a holy temple, that we might offer before
you the sacrifice of thanksgiving. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, with the elders at the crystal sea, with
Saints Fiacre, Francis, and Clare, with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

19.

SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:
P. Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars,
beneath the sea, within each cell, with every breath

C. We praise you, O God.

P. Generations bless your faithfulness; through the
water, by night and day, across the wilderness, out
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of exile into the future.
C. We bless you, O God.

P. We give you thanks for your Son; at the heart of
human life, near to those who suffer, beside the
sinner, among the poor, with us now.

C. We thank you, O God.

P. In the night of betrayal, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave + thanks, broke it, and gave it to the
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave +
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for
the remembrance of me.

D. Remembering Jesus’ love for us on the way, at the
table and at the end, we proclaim the mystery of
faith.

C. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again.

P. We pray for the gift of your Spirit in our + gathering,
upon this bread, and within this cup, that they might
be for us the body + and blood of Jesus.  May this
same Spirit be among your people and throughout
the world.

Blessing praise and thanks to you, holy God, for your
mercy, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your
Church without end.

C. Amen.

21.

C. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your reign begin, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins  as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil.  For dominion and power and glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
P. Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
C. Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Bread is broken.
P. Holy things for holy people.
C. Amen.

Those who wish to receive come forward to the altar for the
communion.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
D. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before

us this feast, the body and blood of your Son.  By
your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in want and to
give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C. Amen.
There is silence for reflection

BENEDICTION:
P. Holy Eternal Majesty, Holy Incarnate Word, Holy

Abiding Spirit, one God, + bless you now and
forever.

C. Amen!

DISMISSAL
A. Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God!
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Saint Fiacre, one of the most venerated saints of medieval France, was born
in Ireland, where he was probably christened Fiachra.  He and a few followers
arrived, c. 626, in the French diocese of Meaux, where he built a hermitage
and where he remained until his death c. 670. It is said that the bishop, Saint
Faro, promised Fiacre as much land as he could dig in a day. A local woman
complained that he was digging too rapidly, and thereafter Fiacre excluded all
women from his chapel on pain of blindness or madness.

 He quickly acquired a reputation for sanctity and for miraculous healing
powers. So often did he cure one ailment, an ulcerous condition, that it
became known as Saint Fiacre's Disease. He was probably the first abbot to
set up a hospice for Irish pilgrims, often as penniless as they were numerous,
beside his monastery. A curved stone on which he had once sat attracted
pilgrims seeking relief from haemorrhoids.

 Fiacre was skilful in cultivating plants, many with medicinal properties, and
he is patron saint of France's gardeners. He has also given his name to the
horse-drawn, four-wheel fiacre cabs, which first appeared in seventeenth-
century Paris outside the Hotel Saint-Fiacre.


